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Pohold. the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that cannot save: 


that it cannot herr: 


neither his ear heavy 


But your iniquities have separated hetween you and your God, a 


your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” —Isatan. 
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universn!, and more or less appreciated 
by all, for thongh some persons have 
less fondness for it than others, yet 


Isarare being. Mnsie seems coeval 
with creation itself —** When the morn- 
ing stars sing tocether, and the sons 
of Ged shouted for joy.” [ts exist- 
ence as an art be trace! 
the dim records of the earliest vations. 
and go where yon may, amor 


found to he more or ‘es: ex) vated, 
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BY ELDER ADOLPHUS 


The love of mnsie may be said to be | 


the man that positively dislikes mu s1C | 


° . | 


Tre, our ideas of what 
harm my, and those of the or 
Kifirs, are marvellously dissimilar, 
yet one still perceives the love of musi- | 
sounds in all: and our 
dons coycerning harmony and | 
‘dare probably much inflenced by | 


bang ! are | 
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pleasing is it to listen to really truth- 


ful harmony, or the sweet voice of 


woman as a solo, or united with the 
deeper voice of the sterner sex, sing- 
ing some majestic or plaintive air, 


either with or without musical accom- 
'piniment—more especially is this the 


ease with the glorious songs of Zion, 
thrilling to the beart and raising our 


_very being heavenward. 


The tendency of the Latter-day 
Saints is to become pre-eminently a 
musical people, and the cultivation of 


is an att that ihe Saints shonld 


neclect, for it is of God’s 


one 


‘choicest blessings, and tends much to 
refine 


and clevate a nation. The 
power of music, whether vocal or in- 
strumental, over the passions and 
feelings of mankind, and even over 
animals, birds ‘and insects, has long 
heen well known—its influence in 


many cases of disease is sometimes 
peenliarly beneficial. 
quavers, tor- | 
rapidly alter- | 
nate high and low notes, and dreadful | 


Some music 
has a very soothing effect upon sus- 
ceptible persons. A remarkable im 
stance of its power is that recorded im 
Sacred History, where David allayed 
the angry and excited feelings of Saul, 


king of Israel, by playing on the harp.. 
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Indeed it may be asked, can any per- 
son easily emery and cross amidst 
the harmony of a concord of sweet 
sounds. It may be safely asserted, 
that in those families where good 
music is a frequent amusement, whe- 
ther vocal or instrumental, that there 
is less discord and contention than in 
many less fortunate families ; and for 
us to hear the singing of the sweet 
songs of Zion in the houses of the 
Saints, is mostly the augury that the 
peaceable and happifying influences 
of the Holy Spirit dwell therein. 

The cultivation of national music is 
really a matter of much greater im- 
portance than is often supposed. It 
was once remarked, ‘‘I care not who 
makes the laws, the man that makes 
the songs will rule the people,” and 
there is some truth in that observa- 
tion, for the effect of national songs 
and music over a people has ever been 
very great. The Englishman, the 
Frenchman, or the German, when 
in a far distant land, if he hear 
some well known national song or 
piece of music, instantly thinks of old 
and familiar lorg gone-by scenes, and 
if the air is a ma-tial one, his blood 
will mostly pulsate more rapidly 
through his veins, and the strong 
feeling of home sympathy, perchance 
hitherto dormant, be again aroused. 
It was at one time forbidden in France 
to play Swiss national airs, as it ex- 
cited an overpowering desire among 
the Swiss soldiery to return to their 
native hills. Very great, too, was 
the influence exercised by the Jacobite 
songs, such as ‘‘Charley over the 
water,” ‘‘ Bonnie Dundee,” &c., in 
their day. Few but have heard of 
the celebrated French song the ‘‘Mar- 
seillaise,” sung so often by thousands 
of excited Frenchmen while marching 
on to dread scenes of violence and 


blood. The old English songs, such 
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as “‘ Rule Brittania,” the ‘‘Arethusa,” 
have done much towards keeping alivg 
the bold English seafaring spirit ; and 
Henry Russell’s more modern so 
such as ‘‘Cheer boys, cheer,” and 
‘*Far, far upon the sea,” have often 
tended to sustain the drooping spirits 
of many an emigrant. At the present 
time it is forbidden to play or sing 
national airs in Poland, and itis a 
punishable offence, for those down- 
trodden people, under such an influ. 
ence, are apt to become indignant 
with their oppressors, and feel to strike 
a blow to regain their lost liberty and 
independence. 

The effect of the monotonous music 
and war songs of savage races is still 
more marked and powerful. Under 
its influences they work themselves 
up to a pitch of ungovernable frenzy 
which, whilst destitute of the calm, 
courageous bravery of Europeans, is 
exceedingly difficult to quell. We 
have ourselves heard some of the war 
songs of the Kaffir race (each tribe 
having its own), and can readily in- 
agine the peculiar effect produced 
upon the savages themselves. 

The power of music is also daily 
illustrated amongst ourselves ; for in- 
stance, by the singing of sailors on 
ship-board, to enable them to keep 
time together, and keep with less 
fatigue at some wearying employment, 
such as weighing the anchor and haul- 
ing on various ropes. When a regi- 
ment of solders, too, are tired bya 
long march, the strains of the band, 
it is well known, infuses new vigor 
into the tired ranks. And to us, m 
marching onward through life, music 
either at the altar or on the hearth, 
tends to encourage ; and wearied and 
dispirited as at times we well may be, 
we may find some comfort in the songs 
of the Saints, and new life in the music 
of Zion. 
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BY ELDER ABRAM HATOA, 


** Blessed are the poor in spirit, for | herit the earth,” says the great Law- 


theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Bles- 


giver in one of his sermons, recorded 


sed are the meek, for they shall in-| in the fifth chapter ef St. Matthew's 
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‘ospel. But in no place do we find 
Blessed are the rich, or 
Blessed are the proud ; neither do we 
fnd that the rich are cut off from any 
nf the blessings of the Gospel if they 
will only keep themselves humble and 
fulfil all the requirements of the laws 
pertaining to the Gospel. Hence, 
with proper wisdom to guide us, we 
eonsider it a blessing to be rich ; but 
without that wisdom, riches would 
prove & positive curse, for as it 1s 
written, ‘‘ What doth it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul.” For instance, a man may 
be in possession of much of this world’s 
wealth, may count his thousands, may 
look upon his broad acres, fine dwel- 
lings, carriages and servants, all come 
honestly into his possession by heir- 
ship or by some fortunate speculation 
or investment ; he will naturally say, 
This is all mine, come honestly to me, 
and I will do as I please with it, and 
enjoy the good things of this life. 
But let every Latter-day Saint re- 
member, that the Lord holds us re- 
sponsible for our every act here in our 
earthly probation, whether rich or 
poor, bond or free, and that where 
much is given much is required. If 
we possess wealth, we must use it for 
the advancement of the kingdom, and 
in the spreading of the Gospel to all 
nations throughout the earth; and 
inasmuch as we do this, we shall make 
the wealth we possess contribute to 
eur honor and everlasting benefit, for 
Christ says, ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye feed 
the hungry or clothe the naked, bles- 
sel are ye ; or if ye only give a cup of 
eold water unto the least of these my 
servants, ye shall in no wise lose your 
reward.” And even now in these 
lands, opportunities offer themselves 
daily, for both rich and poor, Saint 
and sinner, Jew and Gentile, to ad- 
minister to the wants of the servants 
of the Most High God, and in so doing 

ey will in no wise lose their reward. 

In perusing the history of the Bible, 
we can see that it has been the rich 
and the proud that have brought the 

ispleasure of heaven down upon 
them, _ When Solomon had become 
very rich, and was led away by the 
= of his riches and surroundings, 

¢ forgot God, and went after strange 
gods. Then, there is the case of Dives 
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and Lazarus; when each received the 
reward of his labors, how did th 
stand? Lazurus was blessed mm 
Dives tormented. Again, when the 
young man came to Christ and asked 
what he should do to obtain eternal 
life. Christ answered, ‘‘ Thou know- 
est the commandments: do not com- 
mit adultery, do not kill, do not steal, 
do not bear false witness, defraud n 
bonor thy father and mother. An 
he answered and said, All these things 
have I done from my youth. Then 
Jesus beholding him, loved him, and 
said unto him, One thing thou lackest 
yet, go thy way, sell all thou hast and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasures in heaven, and come and 
take up thy cross and follow me. And 
he was sad at that saying, and went 
away grieved, for he had great posses- 
sions. And Jesus looked round about 
and saith unto his disciples, How 
hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God.” Now 
this young man—one that Jesus loved 
—on account of his riches threw away 
one of the brightest chances ever offered 
to mortal man, and both he and his 
wealth have passed into oblivion, his 
name is even unknown. Not so with 
Peter and Andrew ; they, only posses- 
sing a fishing net and perhaps a boat, 
&c., could, at the invitation of Jesus, 
leave all and follow him, and by so 
doing obtained eternal life, and have 
left their names in honorable remem- 
brance to an admiring world. 

Again, by personal observation 
among the Saints in the; Valleys of 
the Mountains for the last fourteen 
years, I have noticed that four cases 
out of five of apostacy from the true 
faith of the Saints, were of those that 
had become rich in the things of this 


world. They, seemingly, by comi 
in contact with the things that perio 
with the handling, lose the Spirit of 
the Lord, become dissatisfied with 
their brethren, and think all are wrong 
but their own dear selves, and, finally, 
are carried away by the pride of their 
hearts, and will not acknowledge the 
hand of the Lord in all things, there- 
fore are they not held guiltless before 
him. If the Prophet wishes them tu 
impart of their wealth for the gather- 
ing of the poor, or.for the developing 
of the resources of our Mountain 


| 
| 
| 


100 IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD ESTABLISHED ? 


Home, or to leave their comfortable , as many of the poor Saints together 
homes, and go forth to preach the | as you can, and bring them to Zion | 
Gospel without purse or scrip, leaving | with you, and plant them down ip 
wife and children, houses and lands | that goodly land where they can be | 
for the love of Christ, they turn away ‘free from the contaminat ing influences | 
sorrow ful, for they have much posses- | that surround them on every hand in 
B10NS, and, like the young man, they old Babylon ; where they can contri- | 
no more seek after the commandments | bute of their labor to upbuild and 
of the Lord, but turn away. Shall/| beautify the cities of Zion in the 
we, with all these examples before us, | valleys of Utah; where they can re- 
Cerse to gain wealth, for fear of its | cetve of the blessings rod has in store 
corroding our souls? No, but by all for his faiilful ‘S‘aints: where they 
lawiu! means accninulate around us| will swell the hosis of Israel by their 
the comforts of life, and pray God to | numbers, and be aterror to the wicked 
give us wisdom to use them iu a way | uations of ibe earth. Then will they 
that will reflect honor upon curselves | an! their children rise np and eall you 
and our posterity. For the Saints we | blessed, for the blessing conferred 
hope good thimgs, and that they will | then. by vour of your 
profit by the exverience of others, and | wealth to moy them to that goodly 
give libe raliy of their menus for ihe! dand. bm Ways, and many others, 
forw: arding of the Veork of the Lord | yen can wake your riches a blessing 
in the last Uays. | to yoursoliyes nud to all those around 


ber, Ye Tico, OVINE we will promise you the 


there are upon every hand the poor} you. Thon, indeed. riches shail have 
struggling Wi an hunve Cy, biessing te) Onl, and with the 
Awad Op pr 6OF ANG t roe rohit and 


your abuhdaiiee Veo Virtuous, ve shali at the last day 
to nappy. Lilt everias li ‘Ons pre- 


bring the greatest rower’, th 
hungry, clothe the nates, eud vat 


Is ‘ ‘ ) raj ya > 
The shove headise what 
in this and in the world | wars, cody hey 
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for rt > ti.’ \ Wi raf Lo el] 
mini, | ren ithe end come. 
Got is, however wy th to 


the of t! inered of the of 
We wey 4 inthe lsst days. 
and be ip. ita! d iIntothe seme. Slue, \ me? for thy reason that the 
then, we Geter ont pel nas to } reached previous to 
the | ungaon am Goa, we will be in by | ihe end of the world. jut, says an 
perusing tue Seripiures with au wa- | inlividual, cid net Jesus Christ esta- 
prejudiced mind, asking God to be } blish the kinvdem, and are n ot all the 
our to a!) men isters of the lay pr eehing the 
liber: aily, anu up: oraideth i107 wespel to the world prey the 
find that when Jesus was on the onal final overthrow? We answer, Jesus 
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Christ laid the foundation for the es-'| 
tablishment of his kingdom, but the | 
ene he referred to had to be esta- /| 
hlished in the last days, for we see by 
history that all the Apostles and 
disciples were banished from the earth, 
and consequently no one was left to 
aiminister in all the ordinances of 
the kinglom. But, fer argument 
ake, we will grant that Jesus Christ 
established the kingdoia, and that the 
whole of the diferent sects of the day 
comprise it. We ask, did Jesus live 
in the last days? Do all the divines 
believe in the same doctrine! Are 
they ali sent of God?! For, says the 
Apostle, ‘‘ How can a man_ preach 
unless he be sent?” and, ‘** No man 
taketh this honor unto himself, unless 
he be called of God was Aaron.” 
Now we all know how Aaron was called | 
of God by direct revelation. And, 
lastly, do they all preach the same 
princip'es? We have fora reply, aias! 
no. ‘There is one believing in one 
principle, and another in another ; 
one trying to pull the other down, 
and there is nothing but contention 
ani strife amonzst them. JDBut, says 
the Apostle, ‘‘ To us there is but one 
Lord, one faith, and one baptism.” 
But, dear reader, we will renew our 
subject, for fear we may become irk- 
some. Whilst John, who was banish- 
el to the Isie of Patmos, was receiv- 
ing visions from heaven, showing him 
what had to come to pass hereafter, 
he saw an angel flying in the 
midst of heaven, having the Everlast- 
ing Gospel to preach to every nation, 
kindred, tongue and people who dwell 
on the earth. Saying with a loud 
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; 
toc the hour of his judgement is 
come: and worship him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of water. 
Having proved the establishment of 
the kingdom of God so far, we will 
notice one or two striking proofs, and 
bring our subject toaclose. It is re- 


— 


corded that King Nebuchadnezzar, who 
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swayetl his septre over the whole world, 


GOD ESTABLISHED? 


dreamed a dream which tronbl 

him much, so he sent for all the wise 
men to interpret the dream, but with- 
out success; Daniel, however, wag 
sent for, who interpreted the dream, 
It would be useless for us to go through 
the details of the dream and interpre- 
tation (which our readers may do af 
their leisure); but we will notice 
Daniel’s own words at the latter part 
of the interpretation, which is, ‘* That 
in the Jast days the God of heaven 
would set up a kingdom which should 
never be thrown down, but that it 
would stand forever.” Surely nothing 
can be plainer than this ; there needs 
no spiritualization or interpretation, 
for the words speak for themselves. 
Here are three definite proofs'that the 
kingdom has to be established in the 


last days; and it remains with us to 
examine the many different sects o£ 


the day, to find out whether they be- 
lieve in any such thing as the Gospel 
heing restored by~an angel. 
they will tell you that the ®eavens 
are shut—there is no answer from 
God. But thanks be to onrGod; we 
have indeed found a people who have 
received the Gospel in all its purity, 
2s it was in days of old, and the Elders 
are fulfilling their missions in‘ W 

the people of coming judgments; ci 
ins on all men to repent and’ be bap- 
tized for the remission of théir sina, 
and be received into God’s kingdom, 
O, Christendom ! when wilt thon learm 
the ways of the Lord? Stay your- 
selves, ye divines, and turn ufto the 
Lord, lest he smites the earth with 
a curse. Now, kind reater, “we 
have endeavored to demonstrate that 
God’s kingdom had to be established 
in the last days, and by an angel; and 
if anyone has the audacity to say that 
theirs is the kingdom of God,’ and i 
has been established by any other-way 
than by an angel, they are imposters, 
or the Bible is false. We leave it to 
our readers to draw their own-con- 


clusions. 


Justice consists in doing no injury to man ; decency, in giving no offence. \ '- 


Rither take Christ in your lives, or cast him out of your lips, either be what~thow 


seemest, or else be what thou art. 


We see how much a man has and therefore we envy him, did we see how little he 


enjoys, we should rather pity him 
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HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


(Continued from page 89.) 


HISTORY 
OF 
JOHN F. BOYNTON. 


John F. Boynton was born in Brad- 

ford, Essex county, Mass., on the 20th 
day of September 1811. 
P*His grandfather, Samuel, married 
Ruth Hard His father’s name was 
Eliphalet, his mother’s maiden name 
was Susan Nichols. 


ht. Ale was baptized into the Church in 


September 1832, by Joseph Smith, 
jun., in Kirtland, Ohio. + He was or- 
dained to the office of an Elder by 

He went to Erie county, Penn., in 
1832, with Zebedee Coltrin, on a 
mission ; they preached and baptized 
in several places. He was called home 


_ to Kirtland by the Prophet Joseph in 


December following. 
He was sent on a mission to Maine, 
and wrote a letter, dated Saco, Maine, 


_ Jan. 20, 1834, in which he says, ‘‘I 


have baptized about forty in this sec- 
tion ; Elder Evan M. Greene travelled 
with me from the 16th Jan., 1833, till 
October following ; while together we 
baptized about 130.” 

e was chosen one of the Twelve 
Apostles at the organization of that 
Quorum. 

In 1855 he accompanied the Twelve 
on their mission through the churches 
in the east ; attended a Conference in 
Laboro’, Upper Canada, with six of 
his Quorum on the 29th of June; con- 
tinued preaching through the eastern 
country ; returned to Kirtland in the 
fall, and preached to the Saints on 
Sabbath, Oct. 18th. 

He was married to Susan Lowell by 
Joseph Smith. 

During his last mission he borrowed 
all the money he could among the bre- 
thren, ani with it entered into the 
mercantile business with Lyman E. 
Johnson, «nd followed it until he 
apostatize:| and was cut off from the 
Quorum of the Twelve and the Church, 

p Srd day of September 1837. 
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HISTORY 
OF 
LYMAN E. JOHNSON. 


Lyman E. Johnson was born in Pon. 
fret, Windsor county, Vermont, Oct, 
24, 1811. 

He was baptized into the Church in 
February 1831, by Sidney Rigdon, 
and was ordained to the office of an 
Elderunder the hands of Joseph Smith. 

At a Conference held at Orange, 
Ohio, he was ordained a High Priest 
by Joseph Smith. 

He was called by revelation in Nov. 
1831, to go forth into the world te 
preach the Gospel, on which mission 
he baptized a number and built 
some Branches in Ohio. 

In 1832, in company with Orson 
Pratt, he performed a mission, preach- 
ing through the Eastern States. 

In company with Elder John Heridt, 
he preached in Nova Scotia. 

In the spring of 1834, he went from 
Kirtland through the eastern Branches, 
to aid in gathering up brethren to go 
in Zion’s Camp. He went up to M» 
souri the following summer as 4 mem: 
ber of that Camp, and returned to 
Kirtland in the fall. 
¢y He married Sarah , Sept. 4th, 
who bore to him two children. Soom 
after his marriage he started ons 
mission to the east, and went as far # 
Maine, preaching through the States 
baptizing and organizing Branches o 
the Church. He returned in the fall 

He signed a document testifying 
the good conduct of Joseph Smith 
during his journey with Zion’s Camp 
to Missouri. 

He was chosen one of the Twelve 
the organization of the Quorum 2 
February 1835. 

May 4.—He left Kirtland :in com 
pany with the Twelve Apostles, and 
attended Conferences with them, 
oing eastward as far as Farmingto, 
and returned to Kirtland» 
the fall, and spent the winter study 
ing the Hebrew language. 
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In the spring of 1836 he took a 
mission through the eastern country— 
ed through New Brunswick, at- 
tended a Conference at Newry, Maine 
returned to Kirtland in the fall, and 
entered into merchandizing and soon 
after apostatized. 
He was cut off from the Church at 
a Conference held in Far West, April 
13, 1838. He relinquished the busi- 
ness of merchandizing, and commenced 
the practice of law. 


HISTORY 
OF 
JOHN E. PAGE. 


The following is a brief synopsis of 
the journal of Elder John E. Page, as 
given by himself :— 

The subscriber was born of Ebenezer 
and Rachel Page, their first child, 
February 25, A.D. 1799. My father 
was of pure English extraction, - 
mother of English, Irish and Wel 
extraction. My place of birth was 
Trenton township, Oneida county, 
State of New York. I embraced the 
faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, and was baptized 
August 18, 1833, by the hands of 
Elder Emer Harris, (own brother 
Martin Harris, one of the three first 
witnesses to the divinity of the Book 
of Mormon). Iwas ordained ay Elder 
under the hands of Elders’ Nelson 
Higgins, Ebenezer Page, jun., and 
others. My baptism took place in 
Brownhelm, Lorain county, Ohio; my 
ordination in Florence, Huron county, 
of the same State, op the 12th of Sep- 
tember 1833. 

I moved to Kirtland, Geauga county, 
Ohio, in the fall’of 1835. 

On the 3lst day of May, 1836, I 
started on a mission to Canada West, 
Leeds county. I was gone from my 
family seven months and twenty days. 

On the 16th day of February 1837, 
I again left Kirtland with my family 
of wife and two small children, taking 
with me all the earthly goods I posses- 
sed, which consisted of one bed and 
our weéring apparel of the plainest 

d, t> continue my mission in the 
Same region of country as before. 

July following, the command- 

ment came forth for me to occupy a 


place in the Quorum of the Twelve. 


| 


self were ordain 
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On the 14th day of May 1838, I 
started with a company of Saints, 
made up of men, women and their 
children, for the State of Missouri, 
where we landed, in the first week of 
October, with a company occupying 
thirty wagons, at a place there call 
De Witt, some six miles above the 
outlet of Grand River, on the north 
side of the Missouri river, where we 
were attacked by an armed mob, and 
by them barbarously treated for near 
two weeks. We then went to Far 
West, Caldwell county, where we 
united with the general body of the 
Church, and with them participated 
in all the grievous persecutions prac 
tised on the Church by means ofa 
furious mob, by which means I buried 
my wife, and two children as martyrs 
to our holy religion, who died through 
extreme suffering for the want of 
common comforts of life, which I was 
not allowed to provide even with my 
money. 

On the 1 of 
Far West, Elder Jo aylor and my- 

s under 


C. Kimball. in the Quorum of the 
Twelve;"té fill some vacancies in the 
Quorum which had hap by apos- 
tacies—having baptized, in two years 
time, upwards of gi d 
and travelled more than five 
miles, principally on foot and under 
thre-most extreme poverty, te 
earthly means, being alone s ‘ 
by the power of God and not of mag, 
or the wisdom of the world. ~~ 3 
| Joun E. Page. 


At the time brother Page was called 
to go on a mission to Canada, he ob- 
jected, for the reason that he was 
destitute of clothing. Brother Joseph 
Smith took off his coat and gavé_ib.te 
him, to go, and the 
Lord would bless \him abundantly on 
his mission. 

He started with his family for 
Quincy, Illinois; and while on hig 
way, 1 and several of the Twelve wha 
were going up to Zion to fulfil the 
revelation which said the Twelve 
should ‘‘take leave of my Saints in 4 
the city of Far t, on the 26th day 
of April next, on the building spot of 


my house, saith the Lord,” met him, 
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he had just upset his wagon on a| 
sideling hill, and among other things 
had spilt a barrel of soft soap, which 

he was scooping up with his hands. 

I counselled him to return with us; he 
at first objected, but I insisted he 

should get ready, to which he con- 

sented, and accompanied us to Far 
West, and attended the Conference 
there on the 26th of April. 

He went to Illinois and located with 
Father Judd’s family for a season, on 
the Mississippi flats, below Warsaw, 
Hancock county. While located at 
Father Judd’s, he preached in Adams 
and Hancock counties. 


In 1839, he neglected to.go to Eng- 
land with his brethren of the Twelve, 
ne the word of the Lord to 

that Quorum. 

April 8, 1840, Elder Page was ap- 
— by a General Conference at 

auvoo, to accompany Elder Orson 
Hyde on a mission to Jerusalem ; and 
although he started on this mission, 
he never left the shores of America. 

He travelled through Indiana and 
Qhio, and spent the winter of 1840-1 
preaching occasionally in Cincinnati 
and vicinity. He arrived in Phila- 
delphia in June 1841, where Elder 
George A. Smith, o» nis return from 
England, met him; and kiiowing the 
Saints were willing to raise ample 
means to carry Elder Page on his 
journey, Eider Smith urged him to 
proceed on his mission to Jerusalem. 
» Soon after, Elder Page became in- 
volved in difficulty with the Branch 
in Philadelphia, and in the fall Presi- 
dent Hyrum Smith wrote to him to 
come home. 

He did not return to Nauvoo until 
the spring of 1842. On his way he 
delivered several discourses at Pitts- | 
burg, and got up a petition, which 
was signed by the Saints and others, 
to President Joseph Smith, praying 
that he might be sent to Pittsburgh. | 


(To be continued.) 


HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


E. Paze was out of\employment, and 
| would preach for ater that would 


At the Conference held April 6 
1843, he was sent to Pittsburgh, when 
he organized a Branch of the Chuid 
from those baptized by himself and 
other Elders, and some who emigrated 
thither. In organizing this Brand 
he drew up a constitution, requir 
their President to be elected eve 
four months. At the first election he 
was chosen President, at the second 
election Elder Small was chosen Pre 
sident, having received the most votes, 
He moved his family to Pittsburgh, 
where he continued to preach. 

During the summer of 1843, the 
Quorum of the Twelve went eastward 
from Nauvoo on a mission. Elden 
H. C. Kimball, O. Pratt and John E. 
Page, met at Cincinnati, and organized 
that Branch. Elders Kimball and 
Pratt proceeded on their mission, and 


as soon as they were gone, Elder Page lt 

called the Branch together, and an one 

nulled the organization, and re-este ’ 

blished the old one. In a few days e 


after brothers W. Woodruff, Geo. A, 
Smith and myself visited Cincinnati, 
and we disapproved of Elder Page's 
proceedings for the reason, that it was 
not right for one of the Twelve to unde 
what three had done. 

Elder Pave, in company with his 
brethren of the Twelve, went to Phila 
delphia, New Jersey, New York and 
Boston. He remained in Boston some 
time. President Joseph Smith, dix 
approving of his course in_ Boston, 
directed him to proceed to Wasbing- 
ton, and build up a Church there. 
He went to Washington, remained 8 
short time, and baptized several, then 
returned to Pittsburg. 

Soon after President Smith’s death, 
an advertisement appeared in 
Beaver, Pa., Argus, that Elder John 


sustain his family.” 


\ 


\ 
\ 


No man can binder our private addresses 


his breast, himself the priest, his heart the sacrifice, and the earth he treads on the 


Pheisse! man’s life lies within the present, for the 
future is uncertain, 


to God, every man can build\a chapel im 


past is spent and done with, and the 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1865. 


SPIRITUAL COMMUNICATION. 


(Continued from page 94.) 


It was many, many centuries before Christ lived in the flesh, that a whole 

yeneration, eight souls excepted, were cut off by the flood. What became of 

hem? Ido not know exactly all their history in the spirit world. But this 

much I know—they have heard the Gospel from the lips of a crucified Re- 

jeemer, and have the privilege of being judged according to men in the flesh. 

s these persons were ministered to by Jesus Christ, after he had been put to 

leath, it is reasonable to suppose that they had waited all that time without  —% 
e knowledge or privileges of the Gospel. How long did they wait? You  ~@ 

may reckon for yourselves. The long ages, centuries, thousands of years which 4 

ntervened between the flood of Noah and the death of Christ. Oh! the weari- 

ess, the tardy movement of time! the lingering ages for a people to dwell in 

ondemnation, darkness, ignorance and despondency, as a punishment for ~~ 

heir sins. For they had been filled with violence while on earth in the flesh, | 

nd had rejected the preaching of Noah and the Prophets which were before 

him. 2 

Between these two dispensations, so distant from each other in point $f time, 

hey were left to linger without hope and without God, in the spirit world ; 

tnd similar has been the fate of the poor Jew, the miserable Lamanite, and 

any others in the flesh. Between the commission and ministry of the For- 

ner and Latter-day Saints, and Apostles, there has been a long and dreary 

hight of darkness. Some fifteen to seventeen centuries have passed away; im 

which the generations of man have lived without the keys of the Gospel.’ « 

Whether in the flesh or in the spirit world, is this not hell enough? Whe 

Pan Imagine a greater hell than that before our eyes, in the circumstances of 

he poor, miserable, degraded Indian and his ancestors, since. the keys of the e 

Hospel were taken from them some fifteen hundred years ago? Those whe = 

had the Gospel in the former dispensations, and were made partakers of: its 9% 

pirit, its knowledge, and its powers, and then turned away and became the  —=79 
nemies of God and of his Saints, the malicious and wilful opposers of that Ee 

rhich they knew to be true, have no forgiveness in this world, neither in the 

pirit world, which is the world next to come. 
Such apostates seek, in all dispensations, to bring destruction ‘on the imo 4 
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cent, and to shed innocent blood, or consent thereto. For such, | 
repeat, I know no forgiveness. Their children, who, by the conduct of 
fathers, have been plunged into ignorance and misery for so many ages 
have lived without the privileges of the Gospel, will look down upon m4 
parentage with mingled feelings of horror, contempt, reproach and pity, y 
agents who plunged their posterity into the depths of misery and woe, 

Think of those swept away by the flood in the days of Noah. Did they 
a long time in prison? Forty years? O what a time to be imprisoned! ¥j 
do you say to a hundred, athousand, two thousand, three or four thou 
years to wait? Without what? Without even a clear idea or hope ofan 
rection from the dead, without the broken heart being bound up, the cay 
delivered, or the door of the*prison opened. Did not they wait? Yes 
did, until Christ was put to death in the flesh. 

Now what would have been the result if they had repented while in the! 
at the preaching of Noah? Why, they would have died in bope of a glon 
resurrection, and would have enjoyed the society of the redeemed, and |i 
in happiness in the spirit world till the resurrection of the Son of God. 
they would have received their bodies, and would have ascended with h 
amid thrones, principalities and powers, in heavenly places. 

I will suppose, in the spirit world, a grade of spirits of the lowest on 
composed of murderers, robbers, thieves, adulterers, drunkards, and pem 
ignorant, uncultivated, &c., who are in prison, or in hell, without hope, wi 
out God, and unworthy as yet of Gospel instruction. Such spirits, ft 
could communicate, would not tell you of the resurrection or of any of 
Gospel truths, for they know nothing about them. They would not tell 
about heaven, or Priesthood, for in all their meanderings in the world 
spirits, they have never been privileged with the ministry of a holy Priest. 
they should tell all the truth they possess, they could not tell much. 

Take another class of spirits—pious, well-disposed men; for instance, t 
honest Quaker, Presbyterian, or other sectarian, who, although honest 1 
well-disposed, had not, while in the flesh, the privilege of the Priesthood 
Gospel. They believed in Jesus Christ, but died in ignorance of his a 
nances, and had not clear conceptions of his doctrine and of the resurrect 
They expected to go to that place called heaven as soon as they were dead, 
that their doom would then and there be fixed, without any further alters 
or preparation. Suppose they could come back with liberty to tell all 4 
know? How much light could we get from them? They could only tell} 
about the nature of things in the world in which they live. And even # 
world you could not comprehend, by their description thereof, any more # 
ee _ describe colors to a man born blind, or sounds to those who have 

eard. 

What, then, could you get from them? Why, common chit chat, in Wi 
there would be a mixture of truth and of error and mistakes, in mingled 4 
fusion. All their communications would betray the same want of cleat 
logical conceptions, and sound sense and philosophy, as would characteriz#! 
same class of spirits in the flesh. Who, then, is prepared, among the spill 
the spirit world, to communicate the truth on the subject of salvation, to §t 
the people, to give advice, to confer consolation, to heal the sick, to adminis 
joy and gladness and hope of immortality and eternal life, founded on mal 
truth? All that have been raised from the dead, and clothed with immort 
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that have ascended to yonder heavens, and been crowned as kings and 
Priests, all such are our fellow servants, and of our brethren the 

ho have the testimony of Jesus; all such are waiting for the Work of God 
mong their posterity on the earth. They could declare glad tidings if we were 
mnly prepared to commune with them. - What else? Peter, James,- Joseph, 
Hyrum, Father Smith, any or all of those ancient or modern Saints, who have 
Heparted this life, who are clothed upon with the powers of the eternal 
Apostleship, or Priesthood, who have gone to the world of spirits, not te 
yorrow, but as joyful messengers, bearing glad tidings of eternal truth to the 
pirits in prison—could not these teach us good things? Yes, if they were 
srmitted 80 to do. 

But suppose all spirits were honest, and aimed at truth, yet each one could 
only converse of the things he is privileged to know or comprehend, or which 
Ihave been revealed to his understanding, or brought within the range of his 
intellect. If this be the case, what then do we wish, in communicating with 
the eternal world, by visions, angels, or ministering spirits? Why, if a person 
is sick, he would like to be visited, comforted, or healed by an angel or spirit ! 


or deliver him. A man shipwrecked would lke to be instructed in the way of 
escape for himself and fellows from a watery grave. In case of extreme hunger 
a loaf of bread brought by an angel would not be unacceptable. 

If a man were journeying, and murderers were lying in wait for him ina 
certain road, an angel would be usefal to him in telling him of the cireum- 
stances, and to take another road. If a man were journeying to preach the 
Gospel, an angel would be useful to tell the neighbors of his high and holy 
calling, as in case of Peter and Cornelius. Or would you not like to have 
angels all around you, to guard, guide, and advise you in every emergency ? 

The Saints would like to enter a holy Temple, and have their President and 
his assistants administer for their dead. They love their fathers, although 
) they had once almost forgotten them. Our fathers have forgotten to hand 
ol down to us their genealogy. They have not felt sufficient interest to transmit 
to us their names, and the time and place of birth, and in many instances they 
have not taught us when and where ourselves were born, or who \ ere our 


grand-parents, and their ancestry. Why is all this? It is because of :hat veil 


of blindness which is cast over the earth, because there has bee no true 
Church, Priesthood, or Patriarchal order, no holy place for the deposit or pre- 
servation of the sacred archives of antiquity, no knowledge of the eternal 

; kindred ties, relationship, or mutual interests of eternity. The hearts of the 

children had become estranged from the fathers, and the hearts of the fathers 
from the children, until one came in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
keys of these things, to open communication between worlds, and to kindle in 
our bosoms that glow of eternal affection which lay dormant. 

Suppose our Temple was ready, and we should enter there to act for the 
dead, we could only act for those whose names are known to us. And these 
are few with the most of us Americans. And why is this? We have never 
had time to look to the heavens, or to the past or future, so busy have we been 
with the things of the earth. We have hardly had time to think of ourselves, 
to say nothing of our fathers. 


If a man is in prison, he would like an angel or spirit to visit him, and comfort — 


It is time that all this stupidity and indifference should come to an end, and 


that our hearts were opened, and our charities extended, amd that our bosoms 
expanded, to reach forth after whom? Those whom we comsider dead! God 
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has condescended so far to our capacity, as to speak of our fathers as if{ 
were dead, although they are all living spirits, and will live forever. Wey 
no dead! Only think of it! Our fathers are all living, thinking, ag 
agents ; we have only been taught that they are dead ! 

Shall I speak my feelings, that I had on yesterday, while we were lay 
those Corner Stones of the Temple? Yes, 1 wiil utter them, if I ean. [ty 
not with my eyes, not with the power of actual vision, but by my intellect, 
the natural faculties inherent in man, by the exercise of my reason, upon kug 
principles, or by the power of the Spirit, that it appeared to me that Jose 
Smith, and his associate spirits, the Latter-day Saints, hovered about w 
the brink of that foundation, and with them all the anels and spirits from 
other world, that might be permitted, or that were not too busy elsewhere. 

Why should I think so? Inthe first place, what else on this earth ha 


they to be interested about?) Where would their eyes be turned, in the wil in 

earth, if not ceutered here?) Where would their hearts and affections be, 


they cast a look or a thought towards the dark speck in the heavens whichw 
inhabit, uniess to the people of these valleys and mountains? Are tha 
others who have the keys for the redemption of the dead? Is any one dy 


preparing a sanctuary for the holy conversation and ministrations pertainiy 
to their exaltation? No, verily. No other people have opened their hearts 
conceive ideas so grand. No other people have their sympathies drawn out® 
such an exient towards the iathers. 

No. If you go froin this people, io hear the doctrines of others, you wil 
hear the doleful savings—*‘ ds the tree falls, so it lyeth. As death leaves ym 
so judgment will find you. There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge in the gram, 
§c., §ce. There is no change after death, but you are fixed, irretrievably fixed, fa 
all eternity. The moment the breath leaves the body, you must go to an extreme 
heaven or of hell, ihere to rejoice with Peter on thrones of power in the presenceg 
Jesus Christ in the third heavens, or, on the other hand, to roll in the flames of Ma 
with murderers and devils.’ Such are, the’ doctrines of our sectarian brethre, 
who profess to believe in Christ, but who know not the mysteries of godliness 
and the boundless resources of eternal charity, and of that mercy which endt 
reth forever. 

It is here that the spirit world would look with an intense interest, it is her 
that the nations of tlie dead, if I may so call them, would concentrate thet 
hopes of ministration on the earth in their behalf. It is here that the count 
less millions of the spirit world would look for the ordinances of redemption, 
so far as they have been enlightened by the preaching of the Gospel, since the 
keys of the foriacr dispensation were taken away from the earth. 

Why, if they looked upon the earth at all, it would be upon those Comet 
Stones which we laid yesterday ; if they listened at all, it would be to hear the 
Bounds of voices and instruments, and the blending of sacred and martial musi 
in honor of the commencement of a Temple fur the redemption of the dead. 
With what intensity of interest did they listen to the songs of Zion, and wit 
ness the feelings of their friends. They were glad to behold the glittering 
bayonets of the guards around the Temple ground, and they longed for the day 
when there would be a thousand where there is now but one. They wish tose 
a strong people, gathered and united in sufficient power, to maintain a spot 0 
earth where a baptismal font might be erected for the baptism for the dead. 

It was here that all their expectations were centered. What cared they for 
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he golden palaces, marble pavements, or guilded halls of state on earth ? 
at cared they for all the splendor, equipage, titles, and empty sounds of the’ 
strled great of this world, which all pass away as the dew of the morning 
bre the rising sun? What cared they for the struggles, the battles, the 
ories, and numerous other worldly interests that vibrate the bosoms of men 
either side? None of these things would intcrest them. Their interests 
¢ Sted here, and thence extended to the Work of God among the nations 
he earth. 
id J Joseph, in the spirit world, think of anything else, yesterday, but the 
»~c of his brethren on the earth 1 He might have hese necessarily em- 
oe and so busy as to be obliged to think of other things. But if I were 
judge ‘rom the acquaintance I had with him in his life, and from my know- 
«e of the spirit of Priesthood, I would suppose him to be so hurried as to 
re li{:le or no time to cast an eye or a thought after his friends on the earth. 
was always busy while here, and so are we. The spirit of our holy ordina- 
n an! anointing will not let us rest. The spirit of his calling will never 


th ferlim to rest, while Satan, sin, death, or darkness possesses a foot of 
: urd on this ea wii W hile the spirit world contains ihe spirit of one of his 

- nds, «* the grave holds captive cne of their bodies, he will never rest or 


icken labors. 
You » cit as well talk of Saul, king of Israel, resting while Israel was op- 
essed Ly the Canaanites or Philistines after Samuel had anointed him to be 


‘ 


ng, At dr-t he was lke ootnge man, but when occasion called into action 


eeneries of a king, the spirit of s anointing came upon him. He slew an 
aivided 16 into twelve parts, ral sent a part to cach of the tribes of 
', with this prockamation—" So shall ti be done to ihe or of the man whe 

, not come up to the kelp of the Lord of hosts.” 

Ye Bicers of Israel! you will tind that there is a spirit upon you which will 


ge yen to continued exertion, and will never sufier you to feel at ease in 
lon Wii te» work remains unfinished in the great plan of redemption of our 


bee, inspire the Saints to build, plant, Improve, cultivate, In ak e the 
rs erbivc. “nl, inshort, to use the clements, send missions abroad, build up 
: eB “tocoms and temples at home, and send abroad the light of a 
m ver-enc ng day to every people and nation of the globe. 
eit You | been haptized, yon have had the Iayvine on of hands, and some 
b laiued, and seme anointed with a holy anointing. A spirit has 
on, Fou; av will find, if you mndertake to r it will be the 
the you ever I erforine: dl. Came Lome b ere from af oreig ni rission, 
prese. in} solj ty our Presi end inguired what ado next, 
Rest,” said he. 
“ If | h be en set to turn the world over, to dig down a mountain, to go to 
si¢ the ea: th, or traverse the ceserts of Arabin, it would have been 
1 ier | have uncertatren to rest, wile the Priesthood was upon me. TI 
a, We received the holy snoimting, and I can never rest till the Inst enemy is 


Geath destroyed, and trath reivas triumphant. 
May God bless you ail. Amen. 


How 


A det | would be the | mansions of the dead to him, who did not know that he 


thi "die ; that what now acts shall continue its egency, and what now thinks 
ink on for ever, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ENGLAND. 
KENT CONFERENCE. 
Faversham, Jan. 3, 1865. 
President Wells. 

Dear Brother,—I take much plea- 
sure in reporting to you that the Kent 
Conference is doing well, and that we 
are adding to our numbers by baptism. 
Elders E. I. Stocking, R. H. Parker 
and T. 8. Priday, go their rounds and 
have much joy in their labors. The 
Lord hasrequired me to leave my home 
and friends in the Valley, and I have 
done so with cheerfulness, and I feel a 
great work lies before me, to warn the 
wicked, and to carry the truth to the 
honest hearted. 

Some of our meeting-houses are in 
conspicuous places, and are sufficiently 
commodious to seat a large congrega- 
tion, and our prospects for adding to 
our numbers are excellent. I am also 
happy to say that the local Priesthood 
are alive to the interests of Zion, and 
co-operate with us for the spread of 
the Work. We spend much of our 
time distributing the printed word, 
and in doing so we frequently meet 
with relatives of those who have pre- 
viously gathered to the Valleys of the 
Mountains. In additior. to the preach- 
ing they hear, the Stars and JouRNAL 
or J‘iscourses they read, the Saints 
are also much encouraged with letters 
they receive from their relatives in 
Zion. We observe that among the 
Saints there is an increase of union 
and confidence in each others’ good 
will and friendship. Many of our 
people are suffering a persecution of 
odium and ridicule which does not, 
however, prevent or deter them from 
bearing their testimony. We notice 
another feature in this Conference, 
and that is, the return of many a back- 
slider to their covenants and duties. 
One returned through a dream, in 
which he was told he must serve the 
Lord. 

We meet with many instances to 
prove the efficacy of the Gospel to put 
the heart and the mind right. Fathers 
who once seemed careless, to some ex- 
tent, for their children, when quick- 
ened with the Gospel’s power, and the 
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attributes of their natures properly 
directed, gather with love their one 
less thought of offspring, and prepan 
to gather them to the garner of the 
Lord, to nurture them in those way 
that will bless them in time and » 
eternity. Elijah has come, and his 
works are seen in the mutual love er. 
isting between father and child. 

A knowledge of the stoppage of the 
Church teams this coming season, for 
a time cast a gloom upon our poor 
Saints, but they are getting reconciled 
to stopping in Wyoming or in Canada, 
and the anticipated route by water, by 
the way of Panama, is cheering te 
them. 

It has been the policy of the bre 
thren to take care of and comfort the 
Saints, preferring to suffer with fatigue 
rather than to make themselves in any 
way burdensome to the kind-hearted 
people they travel amongst. Our bre 
thren living at far-off distances have 
been affectionately corresponded with, 
and a general course taken to inspire 
confidence, bring about union, and 
strengthen friendship. 

In conclusion, let me say you are 
daily remembered by us before the 
throne of grace, to sustain you under 
your responsibilities and labors. The 
brethren unite with me inlove. Ire 
main yours very faithfully, 

GrorGce Sims. 


BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT. 
Birmingham, Jan. 10, 1865. 
President Wells. 

Dear Brother, —Your recent visit te 
this place renders it comparatively ut 
necessary to acquaint you with the 
situation, feelings, and condition of 
the Birmingham Conference and the 
Saints who comprise it, as you were 
enabled to form a correct judgment on 
these points from your own perso 
observation ; but I thought it might 
not be amiss to forward a brief state 
ment for the Star. 

As yon are aware, on the Ist inst. 
we held a District Conference in the 
Odd-Fellows’ Hall, which, like its 
predecessors, was well attended, and 
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rvaded by the good Spirit of the 
rd. The Saints with whom we 
ve conversed testify that it was the 
st Conference they have attended 
a long time, and they were de- 
rhted, comforted and encouraged 
the instructions and counsels im- 
rted untothem. They went away 
joicing in the Truth, and resolved 
their hearts that 1865 should be the 
pst spent year of their lives. May 
be Lord grant them power to carry 
t their determinations. From all I 
n learn of the past and see of the 
resent, I believe the Saints in this 
opference were never, a8 a general 


" ing, feeling better than they now do. 
b here is no unusual enthusiasm or ex- 
. itement among them, but a steady, 


rm determination to keep the com- 
andments of the Lord and obey the 
ounsels of his servants. Their faith 
steadily on the increase, as mani- 
sted by their works. Asa necessary 
onsequence, their joy increases also, 
nd may be known 4 their glowing 
ountenances and fervent testimonies 
othe Truth and to the goodness of 
od when they meet to worship before 
im. They are also paying more at- 
ention to the principle of Tithing, 
ind those who have done so with a 
Willing heart, testify that they have 
been greatly blessed in so doing. The 
brethren who preside over the different 
ranches, together with those who 
Assist in travelling through the Con- 
ference to preach the Gospel, are faith- 
ful men who carry the spirit of their 
calling with them. I take pleasure, 
also, in bearing record to the faithful- 
hess, integrity and zeal of all the 
Elders from Zion who are laboring 
with me in this District. I am thank- 
ful for the society of such men of God, 
who carry with them the spirit of Zion 
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and peace, comfort and to 
the homes of the Saints. rn 

I am also happy to be able to say— 
from a personal inspection of the books 
and accounts of each Conference— that . 
the District is, to the best of my know- 
ledge, free from debt, — ing there 
may be a trifle owing to the office for _ 
books. It is a great blessing to be 
able to commence the New Year under 
such good auspices, and I trust and 
pray that our successors may enter 
upon the year 1866 under as favorable 
circumstances. 

Though the season for out-door 
preaching is over, the local Priesthood 
in this Conference are not idle ; they 
are zealously engaged in distributing 
tracts and attending ae 
and their labors have been crown 
with abundant and encouraging suc- 
cess. Many of them are also endea- 
voring to prepare themselves to enter, 
with diligence and wisdom, into the 
next summer’s campaign against the 
hosts of error. During the half year 
ending December 31, 1864, we have 
had the privilege of baptizing 54 in 
this Conference, while we have lost 8 
by death and 9 by excommunication 
during the same period. The baptisms 
are very few compared with the num- 
bers of the Conference aii the amount 
of laber performed by tlie brethcen ; 
but we feel satisfied tl..: the seed 
‘sown will yet bring forth un abundant 
harvest, and the prospects are now 
very favorable for the future, Forall 
these blessings we feel to thank the 
Lord and give the honor to him. 

Brother Hatch joins in love to your- 
self and allin the office. Ever prayi 
the Lord to bless you with the spirit 
and power of your office, I remain 
your brother in Christ, 

W. H. SHEARMAN, 


VARIETIES. 


_ There is, it is said, a space of 1,131,000 square miles around the North Pole, whick 


8 DOW a blank in our maps. 


Two gentlemen having a difference, one went to the other’s door and wrote ‘‘Scoundrel!”” 


upon it. The other called upon his neighbor, and was 
“* ** No matter,” was the reply ; 
isit, as he left his name at my door in the morning. 


Master was not at home. 


answered by a servant that his 


“| only wished to return his 
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